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SunvnarYofRnVripns : Qaims 8. 9, 1 1 and 19 are currently rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

§§102 and 103 based on U.S. Patent No. 5.640, 127 to Metz and 

Metz combined with prior art admitted in the appUcation. Claims 
9 and 11 depend from claim 8 and, thus, allowance of claim 8 
will also result in the aUowance of claims 9 and 1 1 . 

Applicant would like to discuss with die Examiner the assertion that Metz teaches 
uuiependently controllable diode strings to carry predetermined (claim 8) or substantially the 
same (claim 19) DC currents. 
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It is applicant's position that Metz does not have independent current flowing in the 
diodes. More specifically, with r^erence to Figure 8 of Metz, if the current flowing through 
diode string Dl and Dla is changed, the current flowing through diode D2a will also change 
For exan^ple. if the value of resistor R4 is r^uced to get more current flowing to diode string 
Dl/Dla. then the voltage across resistor R5 will increase, which means *at less current will 
flow through diode D2a. This relationship is bqI an independent relationship: rather 
controllmg the current through one of the diode strings will, by necessity, also control or 
change die current flowing through the other diode string. 

By way of contrast, referring to Figures 2A and 2D of the present application, there is 
no connnon resistor or DC currentpath between thediode strings. For example. inFigure 
2A. die DC current flows are completely independent of each odier. that is. you can change 
the r^xstance value of resistor 126. which will ch^ge the current flow dirough diode string 
106 and 108. but this changing of the R value of resistor 126 will not affect the current flow 
through diode string 102 and 104. TTius. as claimed in claims 8 and 13, the diode strings are 
completely independendy controllable, whereas in Metz Uiey ar. dependent upon each other 
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